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The Characteristics of Natural Law in the
Theory of Internality of Ren({=) and Yi(&) by

Mencius:

Regarding Its Relevance to the Natural Law Theory by
St. Thomas Aquinas

Kim Taehwan
(Sogang Univ.)

In this paper, | will examine the theory of internality of
ren({Z, benevolence) and yi(Z, righteousness) by Mencius,
especially by comparing the natural law theory by St
Thomas Aquinas, and argue that Mencius' theory s
relevant to the natural law theory in the West. The theory
was formed by the controversy between Mencius and
Gaozi, who insisted that yi is external. His idea can be
regarded relevant to the natural law theory that vyi is
thought to be a moral judgement about external factors,
not external factors themselves and to be a foundation of
positive norms like li(ig, rituals), as a human nature. Also,
this research is worth an attempt for it enhances the
understanding of the theory by Mencius, on the basis of
the significance of the natural law theory in itself.
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