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A Study of Married Immigrant Women's Experience of
Community Participation based on Interculturalism
- focused on Social Economic Commumity

Kim, Seong Ho
(Korean Bible University)

m multicultural social welfare, social economy, qualitative research.

m married immigrant women, multiculturalism, interculturalism, social economics,
community participation.

S0 For married immigrant women, social participation is a process of meeting and

interacting with community members on a continuous or regular basis. Community
participation of married immigrant women has an important role not only in adapting
to the new environment but also in improving their quality of life in terms of their
self-esteem and life satisfaction. It also forms an important social network of the
community and strengthens social capital. However, their social participation should
be based not on the level of ‘adaptation’ or ‘settlement’, but on mutual awareness
that respects and accepts the social and cultural background of migrant women and
their native countries, that is interculturalism. Unlike multiculturalism which
emphasizes cultural differences, interculturalism emphasizes mutual understanding and
mutual interaction among various cultures based on universality.
This study examines various theories and policy models of the multiculturalism, and
introduces the recently discussed interculturalism. Then, this study applies the issue
of the migrant women’s social participation by conducting and analyzing a qualitative
research. This study took deep interviews with leaders of three selected social
economic organizations and conducted Focus Group Interviews with major
participants of those groups.
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The followings are the results of the study. First, they were communicating in
Korean, but they respected and embraced different cultural backgrounds and
emphasized commonality rather than differences. Second, migrant women who
participated in social economic community activities showed higher satisfaction and
reward. They considered working in their group more important than other jobs that
could earn more money. Third, it was difficult to operate a successful social
economic organization solely through the efforts of migrant women. Korean native
co-workers who represents their group are necessary for them. This is because
migrant women are not accustomed to legal procedures for doing commercial
business in Korea, but because of lack of understanding or prejudice by the Korean
native people toward immigrant women’s business.
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