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A Study on Core Competencies of School Social Workers in
Korea

Lee, Hongjik
(Kangnam University)

DEESE  social Welfare
Core Competency, School Social Workers, Q Methodology

This study explored the types of perception about the core competencies of school
social workers and examined the characteristics of each type through Q
methodology. 40 Q samples were derived from the competencies that were
presented by school social workers as well as national associations of school social
workers both in the U.S. and Korea. 36 P samples were selected from school social
workers in Seoul and Gyeonggi province. As a result of study, the core
competencies recognized by school social workers were classified into three types -
1) relationship oriented competency, 2) programming competency, and 3) student
right advocacy competency. By analyzing the core competency in each type, it is
suggested that the competency of each type should be integrated through the future
education, training and practice for school social workers in Korea.
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