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A Comparative Reflection on Haewol's Three
Worship Thought and Pope Francis's Encyclical
Letter ‘Laudato Si’

You, Jung-won
(Catholic Univ.)

This paper examines the ecological thought of Haewol
and Pope Francis.

First, | explored the true meaning of Kyungcheon(E&X
-Reverence for Heaven), Kyungin(&& A-Reverence for
humanity) and Kyungmul(Z%#J-Reverence for things/nature).
This Samgyeongron(=#kz®-Three Worship Thought) was
developed by Haewol who achieved a synthesis of
teachings of Donghak in a very sincere way.

Haewol, in his Samgyeongron(=%&i&-Three Worship
Thought), insisted that heaven's life force has positive
effects on human, animal, plant and even to the inanimate
nature, too. According to him, anyone can grow as a truly
authentic person through Kyungcheon(#&X-Reverence for
Heaven), Kyungin(@ A-Reverence for humanity) and
Kyungmul(@&#)-Reverence for things/nature).

Then | examined an ecological spirituality through Pope
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Francis' Laudato Si'. This Encyclical Letter presents a
profound spiritual reflection on the environment and
creation. | pointed out the error of anthropocentric biblical
interpretation with the help of Laudato Si'. And |
considered that the integrated ecology and spirituality for
the earth which has been groaning in suffering and the
poor in the destroyed environment.

Finally, as we are on the brink of an ecological
mega-crisis, this paper presented desirable human qualities
and social ethics for cosmic communion by promoting the
global community's responsibility.

Subject: Comparative Philosophy, Catholic Theology,
Science of Religion
Key Words: Haewol, Three Worship Thought, Pope Francis,
Encyclical Letter Laudato Si', Ecology



