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Possibility of Confucianism as animal rights
discourse

Jung, Jong Mo
(Sogang University)

The purpose of this paper is to explore the possibility of
Confucianism as a discourse on animal right. We can find
clues of discussion in Analects and Mencius that
correspond to moral obligations to animals. In the Song
Dynasty, As the metaphysics of Confucianism and the
theory of life developed, the ontological continuity of
human beings and animals was emphasized. In particular,
Cheng Mingdao(f2BAi8) 's theories of Wanwutongti(B4)[E
#2) and Shiren(i1Z) provided theoretical explanations of
moral susceptibilities and obligations to animals. As a
result, Confucian scholars' understanding of the ethical
relationship between humans and animals has also
changed. Through this interpretation, we can extend the
discussion from human rights discourse to animal rights
discourse in the Confucian ethics. Finally, when we
understand ‘Renxue({Z£)' as the 'Regulative Idea’, we can
see that Confucianism's position on animal rights takes a
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gradual, moderate way.

Subject : Chinese Philosophy, Confucianism, Animal Ethics

Key Words : Animal Right, Cheng Mingdao(f2BAi&),
Wholism of Nature(8#)[E%2), Distinction
between Man and Animal(A B2 %),
Regulative Idea



